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E-Read Texas!

http://bit.ly/e-read-texas

http://bit.ly/e-read-texas
http://bit.ly/e-read-texas
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

The Five Ws & an H

Who?

http://www.24hdansuneredaction.com/en/radio/04-the-5-ws/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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You!

● Accredited public libraries
● Apollo Biblionix
● Texas

What?
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What . . . 

● Does it cost?
● Is this project?
● Is SimplyE?
● If I don’t have ebooks?
● If I do have ebooks?
● If I have audiobooks?
● Do I need to do to be involved?
● If I want to start now?
● Happens at the end of this next biennium?

E-Read Texas

● TSLAC will create a statewide 
collection of ebooks

● Ebooks will be available using the 
SimplyE app

● Libraries work with Amigos for set-up
● Patrons can read TSLAC-provided 

ebooks alongside their own ebooks
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SimplyE is an open source ebook platform 
developed by libraries for libraries. It simplifies 

your patrons’ users experience finding, borrowing 
and reading an ebook from the library. 

SimplyE Takes This
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And Creates This
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SimplyE Demo

Choose 
Library
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Search

Search
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Item Detail

Novelist 
Integration
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Checkout

Read
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Listen

Reserve
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Drilling 
Down

Drilling 
Down
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Drilling 
Down

Open 
eBooks
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My Books

Reservations
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Settings

What . . . 

● Does it cost?
● Is this project?
● Is SimplyE?
● If I don’t have ebooks?
● If I do have ebooks?
● If I have audiobooks?
● Do I need to do to be involved?
● If I want to start now?
● Happens at the end of this next biennium?
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Where?

Where . . . 

● Do my ebooks live?
● Are my statistics?
● Do I get help?
● Is the money coming from?
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When?

When . . . 

● Can we start?
● Does it end?
● Do you need information from me?
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Why?

Why . . . 

● Now?
● Why did it take so long?
● Why SimplyE?
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How?

How . . . 

● Will it work?
● Does SimplyE work?
● Will patrons get help?
● Will my staff and I get help?
● Will I know when the app is updated?
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How Will It Work?

● Annual Assembly meeting & webinar to gauge interest
● Library staff download SimplyE app and play with SimplyE Collection
● Signed agreement between Amigos and library
● Complete & submit form with basic library information for Amigos
● Amigos contacts (most) ebook vendors for set up
● Library tests app; works with Amigos
● Library publicizes app to patrons regularly over next 2 years
● TSLAC, Amigos and libraries communicate throughout

How Does It Work

Amigos:
● Metadata
● Cover art
● Authentication

Ebook provider
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How . . . 

● Will it work?
● Does SimplyE work?
● Will patrons get help?
● Will my staff and I get help?
● Will I know when the app is updated?

Houston Public Library
Brazoria County Library System
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http://bit.ly/simplye_video

Current & Future
Christine

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQwwNufhN74
http://bit.ly/simplye_video
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Currently . . . 

● Libraries testing; some implementation
● Active development
● Hosting available through Amigos & Lyrasis
● Web-based SimplyE underway
● DPLA Exchange

Where SimplyE Is
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Where SimplyE Is

Future . . . 

● OverDrive audiobooks
● PDF support
● Academic patrons
● Geolocation
● Hoopla
● Patron & library instructions/documentation
● Upload locally-created materials
● More content providers
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Try It 
Yourself

SimplyE 
Collection
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Christine Peterson
Amigos Library Services
peterson@amigos.org

Questions

This project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission). (2019)


